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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



A topical composition comprising: 




5 crape myrtle extract in an amount effective to improve the 

aesthetic appearance of skin\ scalp and/or hair, and 



a cosmetically acceptable vehicle, 
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2. The composition of plaim 1, wherein the crape myrtle 
extract is present in from\alfcVit 0.0001 to about 15 wt% based on 
the total weight of the composition. 
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'* 3 * The com P osition of ^- aim 1 > wherein the crape myrtle 

extract is present from about 0\001 wt% to about 10 wt% based on 
the total weight of the compositiNon. 

4. The composition of\e^.aim 1, wherein the crape myrtle 
extract is obtained from the/ kaf cells of lagerstroemia 

20 speciosa . \ 

5. The composition of claiV_L, wherein the composition is 
in a product form selected from th^\g£^up consisting of aerosol, 
cake, cream, ointment, emulsion, essence, gel, lotion, shampoos, 
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conditioners, ma£e-up, towelette, mask, paste, patch, pencil, 
serum, spray and stick. 



6. The composition of claim 1, further comprising one or 
more additional ingredients selected from the group consisting 
of anesthetics, anti-al\.ergenics, antimicrobials, antifungals, 
antiinflammatories, antiseptics, chelating agents, colorants, 



depigmenting agents, 
fragrances, humect ants, 1 



J_ents, emulsifiers, exfollients, 
repellents, lubricants , 
10 moisturizers, pharmaceutical agents, preservatives, skin ■ 

'i \ 

»ll penetration enhancers, skin protectants, stabilizers, 

'== sunscreens, surfactants, thickeners, viscosity modifiers, and 

.3 vitamins . 

i 

U 15 7. The composition of clai\m 1, further comprising one or 

:? more sunscreens. 




8. The composition^ of claim 1, wherein the crape myrtle 
extract includes colosic acid. 
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9. The compos' 
least one of vitami 




laim 1, further comprising at 
, and bioflavonoids. 



12 



5/ 

/ 1( 



• 



680.0041USU 



.0. A method\of improving the aesthetic appearance of 
skin, comprising topically applying to the skin: 



a composition comprising an effective amount of crape 
myrtle extract; and 



n r -H -Tilly n n ^p^h1e v ehicle 
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/I. The method of claim t6 ' , wheifein the crape myrtle 
extract is applied in an amount from about 0.0001 wt% to about 
15 wt% based on the total weight /f the composition. 

#2. The method of claim/W; wherein the crape myrtle 
extract is applied in an ara4nt frorn about 0.001 wt% to about 10 
wt% based on the t#€al tyfei^ht of the\composition . 

\ /Y L/ 

The meth6d ol\ claim L0>^wherein the crape myrtle 
xtract is applied t<6 therein at least once daily for a period 
of time suf f icient yto improve the aesthetic appearance of skin. 

14. The method oAplaim 10, wherein the improvement in 
aesthetic appearance is s\lect^ from the group consisting of: 
dec/easing skin f^sagility; 
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b) preventing and reversing deterioration of collagen 
and/orv elastin; 
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C) 

d) 
e) 
f) 

g) 

h) 
i) 
j) 
k) 

1) 



preventing skin atrophy; 
promoting/apcelprating cell turnover; 

irmness/plumpness ; 
:exture; 

lines and/or wrinkles; 
ne; 



improving sk 
improving ski 
decreasing f 
improving s 




enhancing sfin thickness; 
restoring s/Jtin luster; 
minimizing signs of fatigue; and 
reducing skin dryness 



U £jfb$^° l 1 ^. A method of preventing and/or ameliorating the effects 
i'UlS of extrinsic and/or intrinsic^ aging on skin comprising topically 
applying to the skin a composition comprising an effective 
amount of crape myrtle extract an\j a cosmetically acceptable 
■ vehicle . 
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The method ot claim wherein the effects of skin 
aging are selected ^om y the group consisting of: 
a) fraC 



.ntt/skir 



.ines and/or wrinkles; 
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d) thinning s 



and 
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The method of alaim 15, wherein the crape myrtle 
extract is applied to the 35 kin at least once daily for a period 
of time sufficient to preveirt and/or ameliorate the effects of 
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The method of claim y£\ wherein t^(e intrinsic aging 
comprises chronological aging. 



The method of claim yS, w/erein the extrinsic aging 
U 15 comprises photoaging and/or the effects of pollution. 
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Zt). The method of cJLai 
extract is applied t 
wt% to about 15 wt% 
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wherein the crape myrtle 
n amount from about 0.0001 
mposition . 



The mettfod/of cl^n.m 1/5, wherein the crape myrtle 
extract is appliec^rrf" an amount from about 0.001 wt% to about 10 
wt% based on the /otal weight of the composition. 
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22. A method of improving the aesthetic appearance of hair 
comprising applying to hair and/or scalp crape myrtle extract in 
an amo\nt effective to improve the aesthetic appearance of hair. 

23. Tshe method of claim 22, wherein the improvement in 
aesthetic appearance of hair includes at least one of the 
following: 

a) increasing hair thickness-; 

increasingVrate of hair growth; 




b) 
c) 



improvj 



ister and shine; 
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d) improving manageability rsand 

\ 

e) overall hair healvth. 



24. The method *of claim 2*2, wherein tnfe crape myrtle 

\ X 

15 extract is applied to the hairaro^Qr^ scalp in \ topical 

'o.OOOl wt% to 



composition comprising a vehicle and from ax 



about 15 wt% o\ crape myrtle extract 
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25. The method of claim 22, wherein\the crape myrtle 
20 extract is applied to the hair and/or scalp\at least once per 
day for a period of time sufficient to improve^ the aesthetic 
appearance of the hair. 
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